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A hospital room serves as the stage while the T-Tones A Cappella Group entertains patients, visitors, doctors and nurses. The all-boy a
cappella group, whose full name is Testostertones: Suns of Pitches, from Nova University High School in Davie recently began
performing at hospitals, nursing homes and charity events in addition to scheduling shows at bar and bat mitzvahs, weddings and
parties. "We love singing and other people like to hear us sing so performing for charity was a good opportunity,” said tenor Zach
Snow, 17, of Weston.

The group' of about 15 members including bassists, tenors, baritones and a beat boxer has performed at Joe Dimaggio Children's
Hospital, Fort Lauderdale Child Development Center and last month at Miami Children's Hospital. Dressed in tuxedo T-shirts, T-Tone
members crowd in between two cribs at Miami Children's Hospital. A doctor is lifting up an infant's arms as the parents helplessly
gaze over his shoulder, while on the other side of the curtain, a mother is trying to entertain her two young children whose infant
sibling is hooked up to tubes in a hospital crib.

Interrupting the tension of the room, voices create the beat of "Breakfast At Tiffany's," as Matt Seely, 17, of Weston and Ricky
Swieton, 17, of Fort Lauderdale sing the lyrics by Deep Blue Something. In another room, 21-year-old Erik Carrera and two visitors
request an encore after the group performs "Under the Bridge" by Red Hot Chili Peppers. "They were awesome. It made me feel
better," said Carrera, who was recovering from surgery.

Acknowledging the healing power of music, Brittany Smith, coordinator for the hospital's in house radio station Radio Lollipop, said
children's eyes light up when music is playing. "Even children who are unable to speak or respond, smile when they hear songs that
they like. You can just see it on their faces. The music helps them forget the needles and surgery, and they can just be kids," said
Smith, adding that the T-Tones were invited to perform for children at the hospital during Radio Lollipop's 13th anniversary
celebration.

"Our enthusiasm for singing brings something unique. We all bring a different style to the group so we have a unique sound," Snow
said. "In choir, I never used my voice for something special so when I joined [a cappella], it was an opportunity to show off my voice
and make friends."
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